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interventions for the
child in their natural
environment and
context, such as at
home, school, or in the
community

Q Providing services and

Q The child does not have

= toberemoved from
their natural context to
obtain the services

This principle is one of the 10 evidence-based

principles, identified in a scoping review, that can
guide the organization and delivery of services for
students with disabilities in integrated classrooms.

ele)
L.Ds

References:

Bagnato, S. J., Blair, K., Slater, J., McNally, R., Mathews, J., & Minzenberg,

B. (2004). Developmental healthcare partnerships in inclusive early
childhood intervention settings: the HealthyCHILD model. Infants &
Young Children: An Interdisciplinary Journal of Early Childhood
Intervention, 17(4),301-317.

Ballard, K. L., Sander, M. A., & Klimes-Dougan, B. (2014). School-related
and social-emotional outcomes of providing mental health services in
schools. Community Mental Health Journal, 50(2), 145-149.
doi:10.1007/510597-013-9670-y

Han, S. S, Catron, T., Weiss, B, & Marciel, K. K. (2005). A Teacher-Consul-
tation Approach to Social Skills Training for Pre-Kindergarten Children:

Treatment Model and Short-Term Outcome Effects. Journal of
Abnormal Child Psychology, 33(6), 681-693.
doi:10.1007/510802-005-7647-1

Missiuna, Pollock, N., Campbell, W., Dix, L., Whalen, S., & Stewart, D.
(2015). Partnering for Change: Embedding universal design for
learning into school-based occupational therapy. Occupational
Therapy Now, 17.

Nochajski, S. M., & Schweitzer, J. A. (2014). Promoting school to work
transition for students with emotional/behavioral disorders. Work
(Reading, Mass.), 48(3), 413-422. doi:10.3233/WOR-131790

Ratzon, N. Z, Lahav, O., Cohen-Hamsi, S., Metzger, Y., Efraim, D., & Bart,

0. (2009). Comparing Different Short-Term Service Delivery Methods
of Visual-Motor Treatment for First Grade Students in Mainstream
Schools. Research in Developmental Disabilities: A Multidisciplinary
Journal, 30(6-), 1168-1176.

N e S

Principle 2:
Ecological
Approach

Dana Anaby, Chantal Camden
and the GOLDs/OR Group

dana.anaby@mcgill.ca
chantal.camden@usherbrooke.ca




EXAMPLES

In-vivo medical consultations
provided at home or at school
for young children with
developmental disabilities
and chronic conditions
(Bagnato et al., 2014)

Evidence & OUTCOME

In combination with other
principles, following an ecological
approach:

Practicing vocational skills in
a real work setting in the
community with students
with emotional or
behavioural difficulties
(Nochajski & Schweitzer,

B Increases cognitive skills
(Ratzon et al., 2009)

2014) B Improves behavioural skills
and decreases problematic
behaviours (Han et al., 2005)

On-site evaluation of motor
and functional abilities of
students in their class,
playground, gym, and within
the school (Missiuna et al.,
2015)

Improves social-emotional
functioning and impacts
attendance and suspensions
(Ballard et al., 2014)

Application
IDEAS

Coordination of all services
provided to student and
provision of those services in
student’s natural

settings

Through external support:
mobilizing community
resources or agencies to
provide services in student’s
context (ex: OTs/physios/
speech therapists of school
or community who come to
school to offer sessions for
the students)

Through internal support:
ongoing exchange of
information with all involved
with student (parents,
teachers, other school staff
such as bus drivers, lunch
hour supervisors, etc.)




