“Building Blocks” of Partnerships: Considerations for Trainees Preparing to Engage Families in Research

Family engagement in research (FER) moves
boundaries by giving families a voice in research,
but many trainees do not know where to start
developing skills in engaging families in research!

These blocks are yours to build with — take what
you need, in the order that works for your project
and learning, to take steps toward developing
practices for meaningfully engaging families in
research!

Managing Expectations

* Families do not want to spend time sharing ideas that
cannot happen!
* Be clear about the givens and realities of the
project (e.g., compensation, project priorities)
* Discuss what makes it valuable for them to
participate and try to accommodate for that.
Think outside the box!
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